
It’s late afternoon. You’ve had an exciting day, exploring and 

absorbing the city, and you’re ready to relax and recount your 

experiences with your companions over a nice glass of  vino. You 

ease into an enoteca and review the list scrawled on the 

chalkboard.

Vernaccia Nera? Cesanese? Greco di Tufo? Schiop…schioppe…? You 

turn to the barista and sheepishly order red wine; they, sensing 

your anxiety, suggest a Chianti, knowing this is something you 

might recognize. *Whew* Crisis averted.

Yet..you’ve come too far to drink the very same 

wines you’d find back home – especially when that means 

you’ll be missing out on some of  the best and most exciting Italy 

has to offer, many of  which never leave the region, let alone the 

country.

LESSONS OF THE VINE is a different sort of  wine tasting: 

informative and unpretentious, it’s designed to introduce you to 

the regions, native varieties, and terriors that combine to produce 

some of  the most delightful and interesting wines in Italy. The 

focus is on distinctive wines from small producers, chosen 

specifically for their quality and diversity. As you taste, you’ll also 

learn how to choose the best Italian wines both as you travel, and 

once you’re back home.

INCLUDES:
• Tasting of 5 wines, chosen 

according to season and theme.

• Lively,  informative explanations 
by a native English speaker and 
sommelier, accompanied by 
materials  for remembering the 
wines you experienced during the 
tasting.

• Samples of typical antipasti to 
complete the event, chosen to 
enjoy with your favorite wine from 
the tasting

• 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. (other times 
possible on request)

• presented at a local enoteca or 
restaurant known for thei r 
excellent wine selection.

Of course you're overwhelmed by strange, new names 

scribbled on chalkboards in local enotecas. What IS a 

Ribolla Gialla anyway? Be careful, it could be your new, 

favorite wine . . .
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After experiencing Lessons of the Vine, you’ll be the one 
recommending Greco di Tufo . . . we guarantee it!

Lessons of the Vine
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OH, TOTO, I DON’T THINK WE’RE EVEN IN ITALY ANYMORE.

As anyone who’s been here will tell you, Venice is not just any city. The 

streets are made of  water, there's not a right angle to be found, and the 

system of  convoluted alleyways is difficult to even for a local to navigate. 

That's why having a personal, on-site introduction can make all the 

difference in how enjoyable the rest of  your stay can be.

PRACTICAL, NOT HISTORICAL. 

Your Welcome Introduction begins with an e-mail containing detailed 

arrival instructions depending on your means: air, train, or car. We’ll track 

your actual arrival and arrange to meet you shortly thereafter. Instead of  

wandering about, though, we’ll choose the perfect spot in your specific 

neighborhood (likely a nearby cafe) to sit, chat, and orient you to the city.

• We’ll have eating suggestions of all types; even make reservations if 
you'd like.

• We'll dot your map with locations for any scheduled activities you 
already have scheduled, make suggestions for things to keep an eye 
out for as you wander. 

• We'll include a complete explanation of the vaporetto and traghetto 
and how best to take advantage of  them. 

• We'll tell  you of any last minute goings-on, answer any specific 
questions, and include insider recommendations - all according to 
your personal interest.

INCLUDES:
• a highlighted city map

• transport system explanation 
and orientation, including 
nearest vaporetto stops

• our own Venice Vaporetto 
Guide & cheat sheet

• the current Venice guide from 
the TI, with hours, openings, 
and current events

• dinner recommendations and 
reservations

• suggestions for how best to 
organize your time according 
to your interests and itinerary

• wa l k and o r i en ta t i on o f 
immediate neighborhood

Created for a unique water city, this invaluable intro will 
get you on your Venetian feet in no time.

Venice: a welcome introduction
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VENICE: A WELCOME INTRODUCTION

Complete, concise, personal, and designed to help you 
get the utmost out of whatever time you have.
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BOATS AND A ROWING STYLE UNIQUE IN ALL THE WORLD

Since the city’s inception, Venetians have been rowing flat-bottomed, keelless boats 
designed specifically to navigate shallow waters of  the lagoon. The famous gondola 

is the most evolved version, but it’s easy to 

spot all sorts of  private rowers threading 

the canals and easing under bridges.

Only since the 1960s has the private motor 
boat become the principal mode of  

transport: prior to that, every family had its own rowboat (much like they’d have a 

car today). Since then, little by little, the all-wooden, hand-crafted boats -- along with 

centuries, eons of  traditions, have begun to slowly sink below the surface of  the 

blue lagoon.

ARZANÀ: CURATORS OF VENICE’S NAUTICAL TRADITION. 

Touch an original, hand-carved felze (gondola cover), the curious 

implements used to construct the boats, original cotton fishing 

nets, oars, forcole, and a unique gondola al fresco 1920, and the 
floating collection of  original wooden batele boats, all 

meticulously conserved in one of  the most famous squeri (boat 

yards) in Venice. We’ll share an ombra and un cicheto, and weather 

permitting, we’ll even take a ride in a batela. INCLUDES:

• Visit to the former squero 
Casal,  now the home of the 
Associazione Arzanà

• Tour of the squero, learning 
a b o u t t h e b o a t i n g  a n d  
boatmaking traditions while 
viewing the original boats and 
implements on display.

• Weather permitting, visit will 
a lso include a r ide in a 
traditional  “batela” boat.

• Un ombra e cicheto, naturally.

Not long ago, only oar-powered boats navigated Venetian 
canals and traversed its lagoon. The past comes alive in 
this former squero (boat yard) and home of an association 
dedicated to recovering, restoring, and curating the boats 
and implements of this precious tradition.

INSIDE THE VenetiaN SQUERO

BOARD THE VENETIAN SLOW BOAT 

to peek into the evocative, artisan world of the 
voga (venetian rowing), her boats, and traditions.
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